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Fieldwork and the Dimension of Promoting Life Transformation
in Rural Research

Sun Qingzhong

Abstract Fieldwork is a critical methodology for the understanding and rediscovering of the village. Looking back at 23
years journey of rural inquiries especially the rural practice in recent five years I realise the strategy of grounded in the
field can let us explain the cultural characteristics and reveal the social problems. More importantly the underlying mean—
ing of it is promoting life transformation. This shift in understanding this meaning of fieldwork and choosing the correspond—
ing path for practice could expand the depth of rural research. At the same time it could also demonstrate the practical val—
ue of fieldwork.
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